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AN ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE OF PRINCETON. 

From the Pennsylvania Evening Post, Jan. 16, 1777. 

Extract of a letter from an officer of distinction in General Washington's Army, 
dated Pluckemin, Jan. 5, 1777. 

" I have been so much engaged with marches and counter- 
marches, that I have not had a moment to write. "We left 
Crosswicks the first inst., about ten o'clock in the morning, 
and arrived a little after sunset at Trenton, through the 
worst roads that were ever seen. About eleven o'clock we 
were alarmed by the approach of the enemy. We only sent 
out a brigade to amuse them, while we took post on the 
lower side of the creek, and back in the woods. There was 
a pretty smart cannonade till dark, when both sides ceased 
firing. The men ordered to keep their posts, and lie on their 
arms. A council of war was held, and it was determined to 
file off to the right, through the woods, and by bye roads, 
leaving the enemy on the left, and attack Princeton by day- 
light ; about five hundred men, and two pieces of iron can- 
non, were left to amuse the enemy. 

" Our whole army, with a great train of artillery, marched 
about one, and you may suppose that we must form a very 
long line of march. We arrived one hour too late. About 
seven hundred British troops were prepared to march, to join 
their main body, part of which lay at Maidenhead. They 
saw our army about a mile and a half distance, which made 
a very formidable appearance. They returned to the town, 
and made ready to receive us ; one division of their troops 
formed in front of a house on the south side of the college, 
and on the right hand of the road. Gen. Mercer's brigade filed 
off to the right, and was attacked by the other division. 
The brigade did not fire till they advanced within forty yards. 
The enemy received this brigade with charged bayonets. 
Gen. Mercer was wounded (it is said by a ball fired) but it 
is a fact he was afterwards wounded in the belly by a bayo- 
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net. Our brigade advanced through the skirts of a wood in 
front of the enemy, posted on an eminence with two field 
pieces. Gen. Green ordered me to form as soon as we arrived 
on a hill about two or three hundred yards distance. Our 
column was formed from the right by divisions. About fifty 
light infantry of the enemy posted themselves behind the 
fence, about an hundred yards distance. And, on our left 
flank, I despatched Captain Henry, with a body of light 
infantry, about an hundred, to flank that party. But the 
first discharge from our field pieces on the left, drove them 
up to the main body. I immediately rode in front to the 
column, and ordered the second divisions to double up to the 
right ; the third to the left, and so on alternately. This was 
done in the face of the enemy, and under a shower of grape 
shot. About half the first battalion was formed when they 
broke, fell back upon the column, threw the whole into con- 
fusion. I immediately rode round the left and formed a 
division, joined one man after the other to it ; but the fire 
was so hot that they again broke. JSome of the officers be- 
haved very bravely, and exerted themselves to the utmost. 
Gen. Washington came down and exposed himself very 
much, but expostulated to no purpose. I just then saw a 
considerable party of horse moving off to our right, to take 
advantage of the confusion, but a discharge or two from the 
cannon immediately dispersed them. I asked the General if 
it would not be proper to form about an hundred yards in 
the rear. He desired me to try, which succeeded beyond my 
expectation. I collected some of the brigade and some "Eew 
Englandmen, and advanced obliquely to the right, passed a 
fence, and marched up to the left of the enemy. Two small 
parties were formed on the left, and advanced at the same 
time, and bravety pushed up in the face of a heavy fire. The 
enemy then left their station and inclined to the left, and 
gave us several heavy fires, in which two were killed and 
several wounded. I pressed my party forward, huzzaed, and 
cried out, ' They fly, the day is our own,' and it passed from 
right to left. 
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" I fancy the enemy found it impossible to escape, as our 
troops all began to rally and join in the pursuit. They all 
dropped their packs and flew with the utmost precipitation, 
and we pursued with great eagerness. The men were much 
fatigued for want of rest, provisions, and with marching. 
We followed about two miles, and then gave over. Many 
parties are yet out, and. have taken several prisoners. The 
town surrendered, and about sixty including fourteen officers 
surrendered. We have taken in the whole about three hun- 
dred, about thirty killed and fifty wounded. I have no 
doubt but others will be brought in. We lost about thirty 
killed, and thirty wounded. We took three pieces of brass 
artillery. The troops that lay at Maidenhead returned about 
the same time we returned from the pursuit. Horses could 
not be secured to carry off the artillery. Major Proctor 
made an exchange ; he left an iron three-pounder, and 
brought a brass six-pounder. The enemy proceeded towards 
Brunswick with the utmost expedition ; the British arrived 
there at about daylight, and the Hessians at twelve yester- 
day. All was in the greatest confusion, and the British 
troops left town last evening, and the whole this morning. 
We marched immediately to Morristown, where we shall be 
ready to fall down on Elizabethtown, Newark, or Amboy. 
Gen. M'Dougal is back of Newark, where three Continental 
regiments, and Jersey militia, altogether two thousand. 
Gen. Heath has crossed the North River with three brigades. 
General Putnam is to come up with all the troops he can 
muster." 



